
2021 FIRST PLACE School During COVID

How would I describe COVID at school?  How about no pencils and day flies right out the
window. Don’t forget hand sanitizer overflow!!! But what about the positives?  This school year
has had many differences compared to the past including more technology, shorter days, and
much more safety precautions.

Why don’t I start with technology?  IPads are a really big part of our school day.  At the
beginning of the school year the class and I would get on our iPads and go onto a Google Meet
because we hadn’t yet gone back to school. The Google Meets were helpful to us because it
would be like being at school, but at home. One of the most important things of all is our Google
slides. We use them at school to do most of our work instead of doing the work on paper. All we
have to do is to download the slides and we have all the work for the whole week. Not all of this
is work though, sometimes we use a little robot called a Sphero! It’s round, it can roll, and it’s
lots of fun!  Schoology is another class work app that we can use to message our teacher and
do other assignments that the teacher has given us. Finally, we use Google Docs to write
stories, as well as other assignments. It is where I typed this paragraph!

A shorter day is also another thing that we should be thankful for, not just for school but also
for home. Spending time at home is pretty nice. You can spend time with your family or play
outside! It is also good for teachers because they have more time to clean up their classroom
without being in a big hurry. Back to us kids, we aren’t as busy throughout the days because we
have less and easier homework. And hey, talking about homework, I have more time to do it.
Like this writing project!

Last but not least, the extra safety precautions have made a positive impact on school.
Social distancing is one of the biggest rules that we have to follow.  There are arrows on the
school floors that we have to walk on and we have to stay at least 6 feet apart from each other.
Also, face masks are an important tool throughout the day. The only time we take our masks off
is when we eat. By the way, about every classroom in the school has a hand sanitizer dispenser.
Most kids also have their own bottle of hand sanitizer too. When every kid or adult enters the
school they have to take a temperature check just to see if they don’t have a fever. The way the
check works is that there is a machine that scans your wrist and tells the temperature of who is
using it. On to lunch! Instead of lunch in the cafeteria all of the kids eat lunch in their
classrooms. They just go to the cafeteria to get their lunch and bring it back to the classroom.
It’s quite fun! As I said before, safety has made a positive impact.

What a wacky and wild year 2020 has been, but 2021 will hopefully bring a better year! Next
year we will be flushing safety down the toilet while being 6 inches apart and not washing our
hands after. Just kidding!
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